[Biochemical markers of multiple myeloma].
Biochemical markers of multiple myeloma (MM) including beta 2-microglobulin (beta 2MG), C-reactive protein, neopterin, fibronectin, lactate dehydrogenase (LDH), thymidine kinase, connective tissue components, osteocalcin, amylase, etc. are reviewed. To date, no reliable biochemical markers have been reported for the diagnosis of MM. beta 2MG and LDH are widely used to predict the prognosis of the patients with MM. The value of other parameters is however, controversial. The cytochemical diagnosis of MM, using acid phosphatase, beta-glucronidase and lysozyme are also mentioned. Furthermore, the significance of the assay of various hormones, ammonia, cobalamin and electrolytes in MM are discussed.